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Campaign launched to stop European 
raw material policies undermining human rights 
Thirteen environmental and human rights NGOs have come together to launch the “Stop Mad Mining” campaign, to focus on the inhuman and environmentally destructive extraction of raw materials in the Global South
27 March 2015 

UK charity London Mining Network has joined European partners to launch a new campaign directed at European citizens, politicians and companies, advocating that EU regulation on conflict minerals contains binding agreements on human rights. The campaign, called “Stop Mad Mining – For Ethical Mining and Resource Consumption”, sees thirteen non-profit-organisations (NGOs) lobby European politicians – especially those in the European Parliament – in order to tighten regulations around the extractive industries. 

The campaign is also aiming to make European citizens more aware of their impact through the consumption of raw materials. Those citizens can then use their better understanding, as consumers and activists, to support Southern countries and sustainable development.  

The campaign has been launched at a press conference in Berlin, by project partners Christian Initiative Romero (CIR) and PowerShift. The Berlin press conference drew attention to the fact that their mineral extraction is often associated with the financing of civil wars, human rights violations, environmental destruction, land grabbing, impoverishment of communities and catastrophic labour conditions. 

The EU parliament is currently reviewing regulation to curtail the trade of conflict minerals. However, according to Michael Reckordt of PowerShift, it is a “toothless tiger”, as it focuses on voluntary principles for the affected companies. It does this instead of implementing binding regulations throughout the supply chain, as is already the case in the USA and other African countries. The current proposal may even undermine existing standards. And it needs to apply more widely to minerals, such as copper and fossil fuels, which are currently excluded from the definition of 'conflict minerals'.

Another campaign demand involves the right of mining-affected communities to give or withhold their consent to proposed mining projects. An example of this, mentioned in the press conference, is the community of Nueva Trinidad in El Salvador. Marcos Galves, CEO of CRIPDES, a partner organisation of the campaign, complains that “we witnessed that fresh water sources were drying out during the exploration of the “El Dorado” mine and six people from resisting movements were killed”. A community referendum will take place on March 29, organised by CRIPDES. 

The campaign ‘Stop Mad Mining’ is aiming to enhance the rights of communities and the protection of the environment”, noted Anna Backmann, coordinator on raw materials at CIR. “This goes hand in hand with the reduction of raw material use in Europe.” 

The launch of the campaign is happening together with the international call for the “Green Go Short Film Contest”, organised by the Hungarian partner “CEEweb”, which in 2015 focuses on over-consumption and the social and environmental consequences of raw material extraction.  Find more information at www.greengofest.eu.

The campaign is happening within the “European Year of Development 2015” and is funded under the EuropeAid programme. 


Press contact: 
Andy Whitmore, Project Coordinator, London Mining Network
Email: whit@londonminingnetwork.org 
Mob: +44 (0)775 439 5597

Notes:
· London Mining Network works in support of communities around the world who are badly affected by mining – mining by companies based in, or financed from, London

· The Christian Initiative Romero (CIR) is focusing on improving labour conditions and human rights in Central America. 

· CRIPDES is a network of human rights organisations in about 300 rural communities in El Salvador. 

· PowerShift, based in Berlin, campaigns for for an ecologically fair energy system and world economy and aims to “contribute to a global energy revolution as well as more just world economy relationships”. 
This press release has been produced with the financial assistance of the European Union. The contents of this press release are the sole responsibility of London Mining Network and can under no circumstances be regarded as reflecting the position of the European Union      
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