Anglo American timeline

1917 — The Anglo American Corporation of South Africa

Originally the Anglo American Corporation of South Africa (AAC), Anglo American
was founded at the climax of the First World War by Ernest Oppenheimer with
financial and political support from Britain and the USA. Mining houses had become
key players in expanding settler colonial power across southern Africa since the end
of the 19th century with the discovery of Rand gold and Kimberley diamonds.
Busacca, Madeleine. "Corporate Social Responsibility in South Africa's Mining
Industry: Redressing the Legacy of Apartheid." (2013).
https://londonminingnetwork.org/2016/02/londons-mining-history-from-colonialism-to-a
partheid-why-rhodes-must-fall/

1918 - Gold fields and the Rand

Buying shares in consolidated companies, the Anglo American Group began to
control the richest gold fields in South Africa, including four of the eleven mining
companies of the Far East Rand. This strategy was enabled by taking over the

Transvaal Coal Trust (TCT) which owned most of the region’s properties.

1929 — Anglo American takes control of world’s diamond resources

A key Oppenheimer strategy was to monopolise the mining industry by acquiring
established mines. Such domination was performed in the diamond industry by
taking advantage of the Great Depression to acquire majority ownership of Cecil
Rhodes’ diamond empire De Beers, and Ernest Oppenheimer became its chairman.
https://londonminingnetwork.org/2016/02/londons-mining-history-from-colonialism-t
oapartheid-why-rhodes-must-fall/

Innes, Duncan. Anglo American and the rise of modern South Africa. Raven Press,
1984.

1928 - The Rhokana Corporation and Zambia’s copperbelt

Anglo American takes control of Rhokana Corporation and its largest division, the
Nkana mine in the Zambian Copperbelt (then Northern Rhodesia). Although copper
had been discovered, exploited and traded by Africans for centuries, Anglo
American’s dominance played a pivotal role in the industrialisation of the region at
the cost of starvation wages and racial discrimination.

Parpart, Jane L. Labor and capital on the African Copperbelt. Temple University
Press, 2018. Munene, Hyden. "A History of Rhokana/Rokana Corporation and its
Nkana Mine Division, 1928-1991." PhD diss., University of the Free State, 2018.

1940 — Copperbelt strikes and massacre

Anglo American refused to increase wages in Nkana, which was followed by
several strikes across the Copperbelt involving about 3,000 protestors who fought
with the police. The strike left 13 workers killed by the police and 71 more injured.
Munene, Hyden. "A History of Rhokana/Rokana Corporation and its Nkana Mine
Division, 1928-1991." PhD diss., University of the Free State, 2018.

1950 — The world’s largest reserves of vanadium


https://londonminingnetwork.org/2016/02/londons-mining-history-from-colonialism-

Two years after the racial segregation of apartheid was formally legislated by the
National Party in South Africa, Anglo American acquired the world’s largest
reserves of vanadium by taking over the Transvaal Vanadium Company which
became the Highveld Steel and Vanadium Corporation.

Munene, Hyden. "A History of Rhokana/Rokana Corporation and its Nkana Mine
Division, 1928-1991." PhD diss., University of the Free State, 2018.

1960 — Expansion into urban property development

Anglo American expanded into urban property development through the creation of
its subsidiary City Developments. This included South African Townships and a
number of different properties, such as the Carlton Centre, the largest office, hotel
and shopping complex in Africa.

1970 — Anglo American extends into every sector of the South African economy

At the end of a decade that began with the Sharpeville Massacre in March 1960, the
Anglo Group owned South Africa’s five biggest mining houses, as well as major
shares in five of the top ten companies in the manufacturing industry. In terms of
market capitalisation value, eight of South Africa’s ten largest companies belonged
to Anglo American, and the company held interests in seven of the country’s top
twenty banks.

Anglo American also played a key role in developing steel, iron, heavy engineering,
vehicles, explosives, chemicals, food and beverages, paper and board, publishing
and newspapers, among others. In response to international sanctions and
boycotts, Anglo American multiplied into more than 150 companies that dominated
the apartheid economy.

1973 - First operations in South America

The Anglo American Corporation established an office in Brazil, the company’s first in
South America. New interests in gold, nickel and iron began to proliferate across the
country.

1990 — Apartheid profiteers

By the fall of apartheid in 1994, Anglo American controlled more than half of all
private industry in South Africa. The fall of white minority political rule in South
Africa brought the threat of nationalisation. Using a subsidiary Minorco (Minerals
and Resources Corporation), Anglo American attempted to downplay its connection
with the apartheid regime, transfer assets, and intensify its global expansion into
Europe, the Americas and Australia.
https://www.banktrack.org/download/an_introduction_to_anglo_american_plc/introd

uctiontoangloamerican.pdf

1995 — Expansions into South African platinum
Anglo American Corporation established a set of subsidiaries under Anglo
American Platinum which controlled 38% of the world's annual platinum supply.

1998 - AAC forms Anglo American plc and establishes Anglo Gold
The Anglo American Corporation merged with Minorco to form Anglo American plc.
AngloGold Limited is established as a strategic focus of Anglo American’s mining


https://www.banktrack.org/download/an_introduction_to_anglo_american_plc/introductiontoangloamerican.pdf
https://www.banktrack.org/download/an_introduction_to_anglo_american_plc/introductiontoangloamerican.pdf

interests.

1999 - Listing on the London Stock Exchange

A major change in Anglo American’s reorganization as the company listed on the
London Stock Exchange (LSE) and entered the FTSE 100. Anglo American had a
market capitalisation of £6.1 billion, which enabled it to trade shares on the LSE,
Johannesburg Stock Exchange and Swiss Exchange SWX.

1999 — Colombian subsidiary and paramilitaries

AngloGold has been operating in Colombia since 1999 through a subsidiary called
Sociedad Kedahda, based in the British Virgin Islands, a Caribbean tax haven.

Crimes against humanity by paramilitary groups such as extrajudicial executions,
torture, disappearances and forced displacement have been documented in 336
municipalities where the subsidiary has operated.

Since 2003 police forces have been accused of human rights abuses against
communities practicing artisanal gold mining in regions occupied by AngloGold Ashanti.
Colombian Solidarity Campaign (2013) La Colosa: A Death Foretold Alternative Report
about the AngloGold Ashanti Gold Mining Project in Cajamarca, Tolima, Colombia
CETIM (2014) “Mining and Human Rights Violations in Colombia: The Case of Anglo
Gold Ashanti vs the Afri-descendant Community of La Toma (Cauca)”
https://www.cetim.ch/mining-and-humanrights-violations-in-colombia-the-case-of-angl|
o-gold-ashanti-vy-the-afri-descendant-community-ofla-toma-cauca/

2000 - Cerrejoén coal mine

In the valley of the Rancheria River in La Guajira region, Cerrejon is one of the largest
open-pit mines in the world: it occupies more than 69,000 hectares, extracts up to 33
million tonnes of coal a year, and holds an exploitation licence until 2034. This coal has
mainly been exported for consumption in Europe, particularly to fuel power stations in
Germany, the Netherlands and, until 2019, the UK.

Cerrejon was named after a mountain sacred to the Wayuu indigenous people. In
2000 a multinational consortium involving Anglo American, BHP and Xstrata bought
50% of the mine.

2001 - Community of Tabaco displaced by Cerrejon coal mine

In 2001, the entire Afro-Colombian community of Tabaco was forcibly displaced by
the mine. Despite a Colombian court ordering the reconstruction of the town, the
company and local authorities have not yet fulfilled the court order. In 2002, the
three-company consortium bought the remaining 50% of the mine. Xstrata’s share
was subsequently bought by Glencore. Indigenous human rights abuses, from
forced displacement and health disparities to environmental degradation, have
occurred consistently during the mine’s operation. In January 2022, Glencore
completed purchase of Anglo American’s and BHP’s shares in the mine.

Curtis, Mark (2018) “The rivers are bleeding”
https://waronwant.org/sites/default/files/the-riversare-bleeding-updated.pdf

Solly, Richard (2021) “Tabaco: 20 years since eviction and still no justice”
https://londonminingnetwork.org/2021/08/tabaco-20-years-since-eviction-and-sti

[l-no-justice/



https://www.cetim.ch/mining-and-humanrights-
https://waronwant.org/sites/default/files/the-riversare-
https://londonminingnetwork.org/2021/08/tabaco-20-years-since-eviction-and-still-no-justice/
https://londonminingnetwork.org/2021/08/tabaco-20-years-since-eviction-and-still-no-justice/

2003 - AngloGold Ashanti formed

AngloGold Ashanti (AGA) was formed in a merger between AngloGold and Ashanti
Goldfields Ltd. 52% of its shares were controlled by Anglo American until 2009.

A report by a UN panel of experts named Ashanti Goldfields among 85
transnational companies operating in the Democratic Republic of Congo violating
OECD Multinational Guidelines. Human Rights Watch documented that the
company’s gold activities in Mongbwalu were linked to an armed militia who
facilitated the gold exploration, which in turn funded weapons and human rights
atrocities across the lturi District.

Prosansky, Brandon. "Mining gold in a conflict zone: The context, ramifications, and
lessons of Anglogold Ashanti's activities in the Democratic Republic of the Congo." Nw.
Univ. J. Int'! Hum. Rts. 5 (2006): 236.

Human Rights Watch (2005) “The Course of Gold”
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/drc0505_0.pdf

2005-2007 - Indigenous resistance and repression in the Philippines
Indigenous communities of the Cordillera region of the Philippines vehemently
opposed gold exploration activities led by Anglo American subsidiary, Cordillera
Exploration Inc, asserting that the operation would damage the environment, and
therefore their territorial integrity and cultural identity. After the consultation process
took place many Indigenous leaders were subject to intimidation and death threats,
while others were bribed to support the operation. One of the leaders of the Save
Apayao Peoples Organization appeared on a military black list, intended to
intimidate civil society activists.

Community leaders attended the Anglo American AGM in 2007 in London to
underscore the illegalities of the consultation process and the violations of human
rights linked to it.

Curtis, Mark. "Fanning the Flames, the role of British Mining Companies in Conflict
and the Violation of Human Rights." War on Want, London (2007) Daytec-Yangot,
C. "FPIC: a shield or threat to Indigenous Peoples Rights?." Available at
http.//www.thai-ips. org/Documents/FPIC_philippines. pdf (2012).

2006-2008 - Anglo Platinum forces South African villagers off their land

Dozens of people in the South African province of Limpopo were injured by police as
villagers protested against forced evictions and relocation due to a planned
expansion to the Anglo Platinum mine. A report by ActionAid stressed that before the
protests, basic services like water and electricity had been cut from the villages,
while the company blamed local officials.

Mattera (2013) Anglo American: Corporate Rap Sheet
https://www.corp-research.org/Anglo-American

2006-2010 - Ongoing rights violations in Colombia

AngloGold Ashanti’s Colombian subsidiary AngloGold Ashanti Colombia SA was
linked to state military groups who perpetrated systematic human rights violations
and crimes against humanity in the Sur de Bolivar region. Thousands of people
were displaced, while others were victims of threats and extrajudicial executions.
After leading a peaceful campaign against AGA, Alejandro Uribe, a social leader,
was murdered by the Colombian army.


https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/drc0505_0.pdf
http://www/
https://www.corp-research.org/Anglo-

There are records of human rights abuses against communities practising ancestral
mining in mining concessions held by AGA in the Afro-Colombian territory of La
Toma. After AGA’s removal from La Toma due to community opposition, threats
from paramilitary groups were reported and in 2010 six artisanal miner members of
La Toma were murdered.

Curtis, Mark. "Fanning the Flames, the role of British Mining Companies in Conflict
and the Violation of Human Rights." War on Want, London (2007)

CETIM (2014) “Mining and Human Rights Violations in Colombia: The Case of Anglo
Gold Ashanti vs the Afri-descendant Community of La Toma (Cauca)”
https://www.cetim.ch/mining-and-humanrights-violations-in-colombia-the-case-of-angl
o-gold-ashanti-vy-the-afri-descendant-community-ofla-toma-cauca/

2010 - Failed resettlements and water crisis at Cerrejon

The consortium at Cerrejon has failed to fulfil resettlement obligations, including
access to safe drinking water, employment and health facilities in communities that
were forcibly evicted who later returned to their old villages near the mine.
Furthermore, Wayuu communities have filed a legal demand against the Cerrejon
mine and the Colombian state to stop the diversion of the Arroyo Bruno, a vital water
source in one of the driest regions of Colombia.

Anglo American agreed to sell 33% of its Cerrején shares to Glencore plc, which
acquired full ownership of the mine in January 2022.

Anglo American (2022) Anglo American completes sale of shareholding in Cerrejon
mine https://www.angloamerican.com/media/press-releases/2022/11-01-2022

Curtis Mark (2018) “The rivers are bleeding”
https://waronwant.org/sites/default/files/the-riversare-bleeding-updated.pdf

Gregow Karin, Forum Syd (2016) “AS BLACK AS COAL Business and human rights
with focus on coal mining in Colombia”

Power Tomas (2021) “Biggest Coal Mine in Latin America Accused of Human Rights
Violations in Colombia”
https://www.latinorebels.com/2021/02/10/biggestcoalminelatinamericaviolations/

2013 — Environmental sanctions at El Soldado mine in Chile

The El Soldado copper mine is partly owned by Anglo American, alongside Chilean
state-owned company Codelco and Japanese companies Mitsubishi and Mitsui. Chile’s
environmental regulator has sanctioned the Anglo American subsidiary for breaching
16 environmental rules with regards to efficient management of reforestation, water
supply, wildlife and rainwater. El Soldado’s operations have failed to provide an
environmental monitoring plan and conducted mining in areas without permits, subject
to local opposition.

Curtis Mark (2018) “The rivers are bleeding”
https://waronwant.org/sites/default/files/the-riversare-bleeding-updated.pdf

Portal Minero (2014)
http://www.portalminero.com/display/NOT/2014/09/02/SMA+multa+a+Anglo+American
+Sur+por+i ncumplimientos+ambientales+en+El|+Soldado

2013 - Strikes and attacks at Quellaveco mine in Peru

Anglo American is the majority holder of the Quellaveco copper mining deposit
beneath the Asana River, 37km from the Peruvian Andes region of Moquegua. With


https://www.cetim.ch/mining-and-humanrights-
https://www.angloamerican.com/media/press-releases/2022/11-01-2022
https://waronwant.org/sites/default/files/the-riversare-
https://www.latinorebels.com/2021/02/10/biggestcoalminelatinamericaviolations/
https://waronwant.org/sites/default/files/the-riversare-
http://www.portalminero.com/display/NOT/2014/09/02/SMA%2Bmulta%2Ba%2BAnglo%2BAmerican%2BSur%2Bpor%2Bi
http://www.portalminero.com/display/NOT/2014/09/02/SMA%2Bmulta%2Ba%2BAnglo%2BAmerican%2BSur%2Bpor%2Bi

plans to begin extraction at Quellaveco in 2022, Anglo American tries to divert the
Asana River, one of the most important water supplies in this very arid region.
Several protests took place, beginning in 2008, with concern about the destruction
of water sources. More strikes occurred as Anglo American failed to meet their
obligations.

In 2013, the security forces of the company, accompanied by Peru’s National
Police, violently attacked the peasants of the Alto Coscore pastures, prohibiting
their free movement in the Samanape Torata area of Moquegua. The police “began
firing into the air and throwing tear gas canisters attacking residents, including the
elderly and pregnant women.”

Terra Justa (2021) “Press release — Anglo American hides the truth of its impact
in Latin America”
https://terra-justa.org/article/anglo-american-hides-the-truth-of-its-impact-in-latin-
america/ LMN (2019) Peru: residents block roads in protest against Anglo
American
https://londonminingnetwork.org/2019/08/peru-residents-block-roads-in-protest-a
gainst-angloamerican/

EJAtlas (2014) “Quellaveco copper mine, Peru”
https://ejatlas.org/conflict/quellaveco-peru

2018 — Pollution at Minas Rio iron ore mine in Brazil

In the Minas Gerais state of Brazil, Minas Rio is a large-scale Anglo American

project seeking to increase its output to 26.5 million tonnes of iron ore. However,
Indigenous communities, social movements and environmental organisations have
vocally denounced the negative impacts of the operations on their livelihoods and

the Mata Atlantica rainforest, as well as the eviction of families from their lands.
Community consultation processes have, at times, been surrounded by police forces
attempting to undermine the right of peaceful protest and participation.

In 2018, the 529km Minas Rio pipeline transporting processed ore for shipping to China
ruptured twice, spilling about 1,000 metric tons of iron ore, polluting water sources and
farmlands in Concei¢cao do Mato Dentro and Alvorada’s municipalities. Death threats
were reported against the communities that challenged the operation.

Curtis, Mark (2018) “The rivers are bleeding”
https://waronwant.org/sites/default/files/the-riversare-bleeding-updated.pdf

LMN (2018) “Death threats against critics of Anglo American's Minas-Rio project in
Brazil”
https://londonminingnetwork.org/2018/05/death-threats-against-critics-of-anglo-americ
ans-minasrio-project-in-brazil/

2019 — Glacial retreat at Los Bronces mine in Chile

Anglo American’s milestone project in Chile, Los Bronces Underground (LBU) has
been highly controversial. Critics say that this operation and its expansion under the
Yerba Loca nature sanctuary have damaged the continent’s glaciers, and with it the
livelihoods of more than 45% of the Chilean population. This could also compromise
the water supply for Santiago, as the Paloma glacier provides fresh water to seven
million people in the Chilean capital, and could be polluted.

An investigation from DeSmog found that Anglo American’s project would generate


https://terra-justa.org/article/anglo-american-hides-the-truth-of-its-impact-in-latin-america/
https://terra-justa.org/article/anglo-american-hides-the-truth-of-its-impact-in-latin-america/
https://londonminingnetwork.org/2019/08/peru-residents-block-roads-in-protest-against-
https://londonminingnetwork.org/2019/08/peru-residents-block-roads-in-protest-against-
https://ejatlas.org/conflict/quellaveco-peru
https://waronwant.org/sites/default/files/the-riversare-
https://londonminingnetwork.org/2018/05/death-threats-against-critics-of-anglo-americans-minasrio-
https://londonminingnetwork.org/2018/05/death-threats-against-critics-of-anglo-americans-minasrio-

3.5 million tonnes of greenhouse gases from cement production alone, which
accounts for 9.7% of Chile’s total emissions.

Terra Justa (2021) “Press release — Anglo American hides the truth of its impact in
Latin America”
https://terra-justa.org/article/anglo-american-hides-the-truth-of-its-impact-in-latin-ame
rica/

Matt Mynard (2019) “Revealed: Anglo American Mine Expansion Could Put Chile's
Glaciers and Emissions Goals At Risk”
https://www.desmog.com/2019/10/15/revealed-anglo-american-losbronces-undergro
und-mine-chile-emissions-glacier-environmental-disaster/

2020 — Court case for pollution in Zambia

An Anglo American subsidiary has been taken to court by a group of Zambian
women and children in a landmark class-action lawsuit for cases of lead poisoning
in the city of Kabwe. Mining in Kabwe began in 1906 under a Northern Rhodesian
Anglo American subsidiary and closed after almost 90 years of operation. A lifespan
of lead and zinc exploitation has resulted in the poisoning of around 100,000
people, affecting children and women most. The case is ongoing.

RAID (2021)’Investors Should Press Anglo American to Tackle Toxic Lead Legacy
in Zambia”
https://www.raid-uk.org/blog/investors-should-press-anglo-american-tackle-toxic-lea
d-legacy-zambia BBC (2020) https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-54634511

https://childrenofkabwe.com/about-the-class-action-suit#legal-proceedings

2020 - Anglo American files an ISDS case against the Colombian Government

Anglo American sued Colombia over a Colombian Constitutional Court decision that
prevented Cerrejon Coal from mining under the course of the Bruno Stream, an
important tributary of the Rio Rancheria, the only major river in the dry province of
La Guajira. It used the Investor State Dispute Settlement (ISDS) provisions of the
UK-Colombia Bilateral Investment Treaty. A further court decision in March 2022
allowed mining to go ahead and Anglo American said it was reviewing its ISDS
case.

Global Justice Now (2022) ISDS files — Anglo American v Colombia
https://www.globaljustice.org.uk/resource/isds-files-anglo-american-v-colombia/

2020 - Communities protest Anglo American’s Minas Rio iron ore operations

As part of the environmental licence process, clause 39 states that communities should
receive funding for independent technical advice. However Anglo American and the
State Secretariat of Environment and Sustainable Development (SEMAD) of the
government of Minas Gerais did not want to renew this scheme.

London Mining Network (2020)
https://londonminingnetwork.org/2020/08/protests-against-anglo-american-in-brazil/

London Mining Network (2020) }
https://londonminingnetwork.org/2020/09/legal-struggle-with-anglo-american-hots-up-in
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-brazil/

2020 - Barrister asks for UN intervention to halt operations at the Cerrejon coal
mine in Colombia on behalf of Wayuu Indigenous people in Colombia

The community “filed an urgent request for the intervention of the UN Special
Rapporteur on the issue of human rights obligations... In essence, the communities are
seeking the suspension of all mining activities by Cerrejon in the current context”.
There are concerns over levels of pollution, noise, dust as well as level of water use.
Cerrejon rejects the allegations.

Reuters (2020)
https://www.reuters.com/article/cerrejon-colombia/lawyer-asks-un-to-intervene-with-ce
rrejon-mine-on-behalf-of-indigenous-colombians-idUKL1N2DV1FE?edition-redirect=u
k

OHCHR (2020)
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2020/09/un-expert-calls-halt-mining-c

ontroversial-colombia-site?LanqlD=E&News|D=26306

2020 - Voluntary Principles on Security and Human Rights

Anglo American publishes a report focused on the company’s response to the
challenges brought by the Covid-19 pandemic. Its WeCare programme is in three
segments: Prevent-Respond-Recovery. There is also mention of its human rights policy
and due diligence, responsible sourcing and group security functions.

Anglo American (2020)
https://www.angloamericankumba.com/~/media/Files/A/Anglo-American-Grou

p-v5/Kumba/ sustainability/approach-and-policies/vpshr-2020.pdf

2021- OECD investigation regarding human rights abuse and environmental
pollution at the Cerrején coal mine in Colombia

The complaints cover the following points: the forced displacement of Indigenous
communities; air and water pollution; existence of harmful metals in the blood of those
living near the mines; and the company refusal to comply with Colombia’s court
judgements against it.

Dr Gearoéid O Cuinn, Director of GLAN, said: “These parallel complaints in four different
countries point to a systematic failure to respect basic human rights standards from the
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extraction, to the marketing, to the purchasing of Cerrejon coal. The long-standing
abuses at the mine have been so egregious that there is no way for enterprises to
respect human rights law and do business with Cerrejon”.

AIDA (2021)
https://aida-americas.org/en/press/oecd-to-investigate-human-rights-abuses-filed-again

st-the-owners-of-cerrejon-coal-mine

2021 - New report from IBASE and Publish What You Pay ‘In Search of
Transparency: Ending opacity in Brazil’s extractive sector’

The report is a case study of the Minas-Rio iron ore mine in Brazil. Some of the key
findings of the report are:

-Anglo American’s environmental impact assessments, economic diversification efforts,
community dialogue and resettlement plans appear inadequate from the perspective of
affected communities, who experience water deficiency, airborne pollution, impaired
livelihoods, economic loss, and physical and psycho-social ill-health.

-Tailings dam breach is a major fear among people downstream of Minas-Rio,
especially given Brazil’s history of tailings disasters and more than ever with the
planned ninefold expansion of the mine’s tailings capacity from 40 million to 370 million
cubic metres of mineral waste.

Mongabay (2021)

https://news.mongabay.com/2021/10/unequal-exchange-for-brazil-community-in-sha
dow-of-anglo-american-mine/

IBASE, PWYP UK and PWYP (2021)
https://www.pwyp.ora/pwyp-resources/pwyp-report-brazil-extractives/

2022 - Opposition over proposal for a mining village in North Yorkshire

Anglo American plans to build a potash mine at Egton village near Whitby. The potash
will be used as agricultural fertiliser. Currently the company uses holiday cottages,
hotel rooms and a former care home to provide accommodation for its workers. It
wants to turn a caravan park into temporary accommodation for its workers but
objections have been raised to this. A respondent said that the “workers would ruin the
equilibrium of a beautiful, peaceful village”.

BBC (2022) https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-york-north-yorkshire-63009070
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https://www.pwyp.org/pwyp-resources/pwyp-report-brazil-extractives/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-york-north-yorkshire-63009070

2022 - Chile environmental regulator recommends that the Los Bronces copper
project should not be granted an extension permit

The extension permit involves a planned $3.3 billion investment and would extend the
life of the project through 2036. There are concerns over the potential impact on the
region’s water supply and a local glacier.

ecommends-anglo-americans-los-bronces-copper-project-not-be-granted-an-extensi
on-permit/

Reuters (2022)
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/chile-recommends-denying-extension-ang|

0-american-copper-mine-2022-04-23/

2022 - Strikes at Quellaveco mine in Peru due to rise in covid cases

Workers at the Quellaveco mine in Peru strike over the company’s lack of action in
enforcing minimum health and safety standards, in the midst of a covid surge. A worker
said that “there are many with positive cases who have slept for days in the tents of
healthy people. They must take measures like isolation and the evacuation of these
cases to not spread the virus, but they don’t do it". Strikers chanted, “Antes que el
dinero, nuestra salud es primero” (Before money, our health comes first). It is alleged
that workers have to sign statements that the company would not be held liable for
covid illnesses and deaths at the site.

WSWS (2022) https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2022/01/21/peru-j21.html

2022 - Global Legal Action complains about human rights and environmental
concerns to UK NCP

It is alleged that Cerrejon failed to observe General Policies, Human Rights,
Environmental and Disclosure clauses of the OECD Multinational Enterprises
Guidelines. The remedy sought by the complainants was the initiation of a consultation
process to achieve closure of the mine. In response Anglo American said “that they
consider the Complaint ignores the fact that each of the Investors only has an indirect,
one-third shareholding in Cerrejon, none of the current Shareholders is able to exercise
independent management or control over Cerrejon’s activities”. UK NCP decided that
further consideration of the complaint was required.

GOV UK (2022)
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/glan-complaint-to-uk-ncp-about-anglo-am

erican/initial-assessment-global-legal-action-network-complaint-to-the-uk-ncp-about-an
glo-american

2023 - Los Bronces project approved by Chilean government

Chile’s Ministry of Environment approves environmental permit for a $3bn extension of
Anglo American’s Los Bronces copper project, due to several ‘demanding’
environmental requirements met by the company.

Mlnlng Technology (2023)

gIO%ZOAmerlcan%ZOSur%ZOSA&text Located%ZOln%ZOthe%ZOAndes%ZOMountal
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%20and%20nearby%20glaciers.

Reuters (2023)

https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/anglo-americans-los-bronces-proj
ect-granted-environmental-permit-2023-04-18/

War On Want (2023)

https://www.waronwant.org/news-analysis/climate-colonialism-anglo-americans-mini
ng-expansion-chile-endangers-millions

Anglo American (2023)
https://www.angloamerican.com/media/press-releases/2023/18-04-2023a

2023 - Class Action Suit against Anglo American

A historic class action lawsuit against Anglo American was filed on behalf of 140,000
Zambian children and women of childbearing age facing health issues due to the
company’s operation in Kabwe, Zambia. From 1925 to 1974, Anglo American played a
key role in controlling one of the world’s biggest lead mines, generating extreme levels
of pollution and toxicity. As a result, generations of Kabwe people have experienced
lead poisoning through the ingestion of contaminated soil and dust. Until today, Anglo
American refuses to engage with demands for accountability, pinning the blame on the
state-owned operator that took over after it left the mine in 1974.

Corporate Justice Coalition (2025).
https://corporatejusticecoalition.org/resources/reports/report-life-in-the-worlds-most-poll
uted-town/

Action for Southern Africa (2023). Anglo American may face class action suit over
decades of Zambia lead poisoning.

https://actsa.org/anglo-american-may-face-class-action-suit-over-decades-of-zambia-le
ad-poisoning/
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2024 - Anglo American announces plans to divest from coal

Although it is the third biggest exporter of steelmaking coal worldwide — and therefore a
key driver of the climate crisis — Anglo American announced plans to divest coal assets
as part of a wider restructure. The shift from thermal coal operations towards expanding
copper and iron ore mining has been framed by the mining giant as playing its role in
working towards a more sustainable world. Yet, copper, iron, and other ‘transition
minerals’ rely on the same extractive, ecologically violent model that has allowed Anglo
American to dodge responsibility for the poisoning of soils and waters in countries like
Chile, Peru, and Zambia.

London Mining Network, We Smell Gas (2025) Anglo American and the greenwashed
mineral rush
https://www.redpepper.org.uk/environment-climate/environmental-justice/anglo-america
n-and-the-greenwashed-mineral-rush/

2025 - Anglo American announces merger with Teck Resources

Anglo American announces plans to merge with Canadian mining company Teck
Resources, representing the second biggest merger in the history of the mining
industry. Anglo Teck is marketed as a ‘global critical minerals champion’ and seeks to
become a top-five global copper producer with a copper exposure of more than 70%.

Anglo American (2025)
https://www.angloamerican.com/investors/anglo-american-teck-merger.aspx?sc lang=e
n

2025 — Communities continue to challenge “safe and responsible” practices at
Quellaveco

The Quellaveco mine in Peru, co-owned by Anglo American (60%) and Mitsubishi
(40%), reached the production of 1 million tonnes of copper since beginning
operations in 2022. While Anglo American describes the production as safe and
responsible, labelling it as “a major milestone”, inhabitants of the Moquegua region,
where the mine is located, have repeatedly contested this statement by providing
evidence of how water use and river diversion by the company jeopardises the
basin’s ecological equilibrium and the population’s livelihoods.

Anglo American Peru (2025) https://www.angloamerican.com/our-stories/trusted-
corporate-leader/quellaveco-celebrates-1-million-tonnes-of-copper-production-since-

2025 - MACUA submit parliamentary petition calling for corporate accountability
as Anglo American exits South Africa

Mining Affected Communities United in Action (MACUA) presents a petition to the South
African parliament detailing Anglo American’s capital flight - with taxes and royalties
paid by Anglo to the South African government declining 85% from 2021 to 2024 and


https://www.redpepper.org.uk/environment-climate/environmental-justice/anglo-american-and-the-greenwashed-mineral-rush/
https://www.redpepper.org.uk/environment-climate/environmental-justice/anglo-american-and-the-greenwashed-mineral-rush/
https://www.angloamerican.com/investors/anglo-american-teck-merger.aspx?sc_lang=en
https://www.angloamerican.com/investors/anglo-american-teck-merger.aspx?sc_lang=en

the number of employees by 22%. The petition calls for remedies including a
parliamentary inquiry, reparations, binding obligations to Free Prior and Informed
Consent, mine closure and rehabilitation, and stronger oversight of corporate
disinvestment and transnational mergers.

MACUA (2025) Petition to Parliament On Mining Accountability, Capital Flight &
Community Abandonment
https://macua.org.za/2025/11/25/petition-to-parliament-on-mining-accountability-capital-f
light-community-abandonment/

2026 - Report details environmental impact of Quellaveco copper mine

The report finds that Anglo American’s diversion of the Asana River has impacted the
quality and quantity of scarce water sources relied upon by the local community for
household and agricultural use in the Moquegua region of Peru. Pollution from the
Quellaveco copper mine was also found to have resulted in air contamination and
affected oregano crops.

Red Muqui, London Mining Network, Terrajusta and DHUMA (2026) Anglo American in
Peru: Extractivism, effects and corporate networks

https://londonminingnetwork.org/project/anglo-american-in-peru-extractivism-effects-and
-corporate-networks/

Additional links

https://londonminingnetwork.org/page/2/?s=anglo+american

https://childrenofkabwe.com/news

https://londonminingnetwork.org/project/should-do-better/

https://londonminingnetwork.org/project/anglo-american-in-peru-extractivism-effects-an
d-corporate-networks
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